KEVIN BRADY, TEXAS, E I,‘ h qa & ﬂ RICHARD E. NEAL, MASSACHUSETTS, RANKING MEMBER
SANDER M. LEVIN, MICHIGAN
CHAIRMAN U“grzﬁg ﬂ t K nltE tﬂtEﬁ JOHN LEWIS, GEORGIA
LLOYD DOGGETT, TEXAS

SAM JOHNSON, TEXAS MIKE THOMPSON, CALIFORNIA

DEVIN NUNES, CALIFORNIA ’lﬁ % ﬂ.lnuﬁt []f I{Eprgstntgnutg JOHN B, LARSON, CONNECTICUT

DAVID G. REICHERT, WASHINGTON Nl EARL BLUMENAUER, OREGON

PETER J. ROSKAM, ILLINOIS RON KIND, WISCONSIN

XEF;TA?\IUSCGG‘HASéEIﬁgFS‘IE: COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS BILL PASCRELL, JA., NEW JERSEY
; JOSEPH CROWLEY, NEW YORK

LYNN JENKINS, KANSAS LoNGWORTH HOUSE F DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS

ERIK PAULSEN, MINNESOTA L SrHgE BUlEING LINDA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA

KENNY MARCHANT, TEXAS (202) 225-3625 BRIAN HIGGINS, NEW YORK

DIANE BLACK, TENNESSEE TERRI SEWELL, ALABAMA

TOM REED, NEW YORK achi S YNS1<_ [ SUZAN DeLBENE, WASHINGTON

VIIKE KELLY, PEANSVLVANIA Aashington, DE 20515-06548

JIMRENACCI, OHIO

KRISTI NOEM, SOUTH DAKOTA http:/fwaysandmeans.house.gov

GEORGE HOLDING, NORTH CAROLINA BAANDON CASEY,

JASON SMITH, MISSOURI MINORITY CHIEF OF STAFF

TOM RICE, SOUTH CAROLINA

DAVID SCHWEIKERT, ARIZONA

JACKIE WALORSKI, INDIANA

CARLOS CURBELO, FLORIDA June ]' 39 20 1 8
MIKE BISHOP, MICHIGAN

DARIN LAHOQD, ILLINOIS

BRAD R. WENSTRUP, OHIO

GARY J. ANDRES,
STAFF DIRECTOR

Mark Zuckerberg
Chairman and CEO
Facebook

1601 Willow Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Dear Mr. Zuckerberg,

We write to request more information on Facebook, Inc.’s recently announced policy of
collecting the last four digits of political advertisers’ Social Security numbers (SSN). We
support efforts to ensure the integrity of social media platforms. However, as the Committee
with jurisdiction over the SSN, and given bipartisan concerns about the problem of identity theft,
including the risk associated with SSNs being stolen, it is important for us to understand how
these important numbers will be used and how they will be protected.

As highlighted at the Social Security Subcommittee’s May 17, 2018, hearing on the future of the
SSN, the continued use of SSNs as authenticators is both ineffective and dangerous.
Authenticators based on personal information only work if that information is kept private, but
hundreds of millions of SSNs are effectively no longer confidential because of massive data
breaches and availability on the dark web. At the same time, the continued use of SSNs as either
an identifier or an authenticator (or both) for everything from enrolling a child in school to
creating a credit record is what makes them so valuable to identity thieves and cybercriminals.

To help us understand Facebook’s use of this valuable personal information, please respond to
the following: '

1. What is the intended purpose of Facebook’s collection of SSN information?

2. Since SSNs are associated with individuals and not organizations, whose SSN
information do you collect when an organization seeks to place a political advertisement?

How does Facebook use this information to verify an advertiser’s identity? Does
Facebook verify the authenticity of the collected SSN information?
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4. s this information transmitted to any third parties? If so, why?



5. How does Facebook ensure the security of the SSN information it receives?
6. How does Facebook ensure the SSN information is properly disposed of following use?

Thank you for your prompt attention to this request. We ask that you respond by no later than
July 11, and carefully consider whether this policy is appropriate. Should you or your staff have
any questions, please contact Amy Shuart, the Social Security Subcommittee Majority Staff

Director, at (202) 225-9263, and Kathryn Olson, the Social Security Subcommittee Minority
Staff Director, at (202) 225-4021.

Sincerely,
Sam Johnson Jo BiLarson
Chairman ing Member
Subcommittee on Social Security S becommittee on Social Security
Committee on Ways and Means omnpittee on Ways and Means
De‘ffi{ﬁ!unes Earl Blumenauer
Member Member
Committee on Ways and Means Committee on Ways and Means
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Member
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